


This plan is submitted for your consideration on behalf of the Greater Kluane Land Use Planning
Commission. The Commission is confident that Its work enjoys broad public support, and anticipates an
expeditious and clear commitment from government and First Nations to use the plan.

This document makes recommendations for land management policies and practices and should be
read in conjunction with the twenty-two sectoral and background reports which detail the known
resources of the region. The reports also describe current economic and social conditions in the region,
the patterns and types of land use, and delineates areas where the recommendations should be
specifically applied.

The Commission’s deliberations have been governed by the need to defend the land values and
lifestyles appreciated by the residents of the region, while providing for increased economic
opportunities essential to their social well-being. We encourage that where possible, economic
development be undertaken at a scale and in a manner whereby the major benefits accrue to the local
residents. While recognizing that certain areas deserve maximum protection, the Commission favours
more environmentally benign land use practices, which will apply to the whole region, rather than major
withdrawals of land from economic use.

Further detailed discussion and planning will be required to address some outstanding management
issues. There are a number of land use conflicts in the Kluane Wildlife Sanctuary, and most notably in
the Shaw’she/Tatshenshini area, where definite recommendations from the Commission might have
interfered with, or prejudiced, ongoing land claim negotiations. In the meantime, until land claim
negotiations are finalized, the Commission recommends the urgent adoption of land use policies which
will afford a measure of protection for these areas.

The Commission recognizes that land use is a dynamic activity, and that a land use plan will require
regular review and revision to reflect changing conditions and attitudes. To this end we encourage that
resources be made available to collect, and keep current, the inforrnation on the region which provides
the basis for this plan.

The Commission has noted some intangible benefits of the Kluane planning process. The forum has
required participants to look beyond the narrow advocacy of sectoral interests, and to search for
creative ways to resolve conflicting ideals. The amalgamation of native and non-native knowledge of,
and interests in, the region has been especially valuable, and has impressed upon the Commission that
there is no great disparity between the aspirations of either party. The lessons leamed during the
preparation of this plan can be applied to expedite the process which must surely take place in other
regions of the Yukon in the future. The Commission is grateful to local residents for their active
participation in the planning process, and for the considerable hospitality shown during our visits to the
communities. We commend the Planning Team for their dedication and professionalism, and thank the
Policy Advisory Committee for their constant support and sage advice.

Canadi Yakon

Government
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