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Albertans 
chart a  new 
direction
Through a  series of multi-stakeholder forums and 
discussions, Albertans provided ideas and opinions to 
support development of a  framework and remind us 
tha t managing our land is a  shared responsibility – tha t 
each of us has a  role to play to ensure a  high quality 
of life for this genera tion and future genera tions 
(2005-2008).

Clean air and water

Strong communities and a
plan for managing urban growth

A diversified and
value-added economy

A transparent and consultative approach to 
planning that includes all Albertans

Ample opportunities for outdoor 
recreation and enjoyment of  

Alberta’s natural beauty

Healthy 
biodiversity



Land-use 
Framework
LUF sets out a  new approach for managing the 
province’s land and na tura l resources to achieve 
Alberta’s long-term economic, environmenta l and socia l 
goals. It establishes 7 regions and ca lls for a  regional 
plan for each region (2008).

Provincial Vision: 
Albertans work together to 
respect and care for the 
land as the foundation of 
our economic, 
environmental and social 
well-being.

Provincial Outcomes:
– Healthy economy 

supported by our land 
and natural resources

– Healthy ecosystems and 
environment

– People-friendly 
communities with 
ample recreational and 
cultural opportunities

Seven strategies to improve land-
use decision-making in Alberta

– Strategy 1: Seven regional land-use 
plans based on land-use regions

– Strategy 2: Create a Land Use 
Secretariat and seven Regional 
Advisory Councils

– Strategy 3: Cumulative effects 
management of air, water and 
biodiversity

– Strategy 4: Conservation and 
stewardship strategy on private lands

– Strategy 5: Efficient-use of lands
– Strategy 6: Continuous improvement 

through monitoring and reporting
– Strategy 7: Inclusion of Indigenous 

peoples



Regional 
Land-use 
Plans
Regional land-use plans are considered regula tions. 
They provide the policy integra tion, direction and 
clarity needed to help decision-makers make decisions 
tha t collectively reflect and support the needs and 
va lues of Albertans. 

A Regional Plan:
• Establishes a  long-term vision for the region;
• Aligns provincia l policies a t the regiona l level to ba lance Alberta ’s 
economic, environmenta l and socia l goa ls;
• Reflects ongoing commitment to engage Albertans, including 
indigenous peoples, in land-use planning;
• Uses a  cumula tive effects management approach to ba lance 
economic development opportunities and socia l and environmenta l 
considera tions;
• Sets desired economic, environmenta l and socia l outcomes and
objectives for the region;
• Describes the stra tegies, actions, approaches and tools required to 
achieve the desired outcomes and objectives;
• Establishes monitoring, eva lua tion and reporting commitments to 
assess progress; and
• Provides guidance to provincia l and loca l decision-makers 
regarding land-use management for the region.

Lower Peace – pre-planning

Upper Peace – not started

Lower Athabasca – effective September 2012; amendments underway

Upper Athabasca – not started

North Saskatchewan – RAC recommendations; consultation and drafting next

Red Deer – not started
South Saskatchewan – effective September 2014; amended 2017

Status:



Alberta  Land 
Stewardship 
Act
ALSA, procla imed in 2009, supports the LUF and 
establishes the legal basis for the development of 
regional plans. In 2011, ALSA was amended to clarify 
the origina l intent of the legisla tion, i.e., to respect the 
property and other rights of individuals. 

ALSA
Legislation to support the 

implementation of the
Land-use Framework

Allows cabinet to set 
objectives for land-use 
regions, and establish policies/ 
legislation, to achieve them 

Has priority over other Acts

PART 2: 
Regional plans are 
regulations  and are legally 
binding

PART 1: 
Authority to make, amend or repeal 
regional plans

PART 3: 
Four conservation and 
stewardship  tools to support 
land-use management

PART 4: 
Regional plans are administered by the Land Use 
Secretariat and developed with input from 
regional advisory councils 

PART 5: 
Coming into force

Summary of ALSA



Regional 
Planning 
Responsibilities
Contributions from Regional Advisory Councils (RAC), 
indigenous peoples, stakeholders and partners (e.g., 
industry, federa l and loca l governments, non-
government associa tions, specia l interest groups, 
landowners), Alberta  government ministries and 
Albertans inform development of the regional plans 
through a  collabora tive process. Everyone must comply 
with a  regional plan once it is in effect. Regula tory 
deta ils a re enforceable as law.

LUS is the co-ordina ting body responsible for 
the development and implementa tion of 
regiona l plans. LUS reports to a  Stewardship 
Commissioner and Stewardship Minister but is 
not pa rt of a  govt. dept. 

Alberta government, through collabora ting 
cross-ministry teams (e.g., LIT, RPIT, LUF ADMs) 
a re responsible for dra fting and implementing 
the plans. This includes providing policy, 
ana lysis and resea rch. 

Cabinet considers input received from 
Albertans and provides overa ll direction 
during regiona l plan development and 
implementa tion. Cabinet approves dra ft and 
fina l regiona l plans.

Appointed by cabinet through a  
public nomina tion process, RAC 
members represent regiona l 
interests. They provide 
recommenda tions to government 
to help inform development of a  
regiona l plan.

Stakeholders, partners, 
indigenous peoples, 
and Albertans provide 
input and feedback to 
government during 
development of a  plan. 
Regula tory instruments, 
decisions,  practices, etc. 
a lign with an approved 
regiona l plan once it is 
in effect.



Implementing 
the Regional 
Plan
Once approved by cabinet and publicly announced 
through Orders in Council, regional plans become part 
of Alberta’s land-use planning hierarchy; a ll land users 
and decision-makers a re required to a lign with the 
plan and abide by regula tory deta ils. As decision 
makers, ALSA sets out compliance requirements:

Local Government Body: 5 years

Decision Making Body: 2 years

Sectorial and Operational Plans
(e.g., Forest Management Plans, Recreation 

Management Plans, Water Management Plans)

Provincial Policy & Legislation

Regional Plans & Management 
Frameworks

(e.g., BMF, Tailings MF, Surface Water Quality, 
etc.)

Strategic 
Intent

Place-
Based 

Rules & 
Decisions

Sub-Regional Plans
(e.g., LFMP, Municipal, Caribou Range 

Plans, SAOS-SRP, IRPs)

Operational and Regulatory Decisions
(e.g., Project and Disposition Approvals)

Provincial

Regional

Sub-Regional

Operational



Lower 
Athabasca  
Regional Plan
LARP, effective September 2012, sets the stage for 
robust growth, vibrant communities and a  hea lthy 
environment within northeastern Alberta  over the next 
50 years. Amendments a re currently underway.  



South 
Saskatchewan 
Regional Plan
SSRP, effective September 2014, sets the stage for 
robust growth, vibrant communities and a  hea lthy 
environment within southern Alberta  over the next 50 
years. In early 2017, SSRP was amended to facilita te 
establishment of new Castle parks under the Provincial 
Parks Act.



Implementing 
the System:
Progress Reports, 
Evaluations and Reviews
A system of monitoring, evalua tion, reporting and 
continuous improvement is needed to determine the 
effectiveness of a  regional plan and initia te corrective 
action when necessary. Monitoring, evalua tion and 
reporting activities legisla ted by ALSA contribute to 
provincia l results and guide sub-regional reporting. 

Annual
Progress
Reports



THANK- YOU!


	Alberta’s Land Use Planning:�continually improving the process
	Albertans chart a new direction
	Land-use Framework
	Regional Land-use Plans
	Alberta Land Stewardship Act
	Regional Planning Responsibilities
	Implementing the Regional Plan
	Lower Athabasca Regional Plan
	South Saskatchewan Regional Plan
	Implementing the System:�Progress Reports, Evaluations and Reviews
	Slide Number 11

